CHAPTER XX
THE   PLAN   OF   THE   VOYAGE
Before taking the reader with me in the two following campaigns in the Arctic regions, in both of which voyages were made by airship out over the polar sea, I wish to tell you something of the plan itself. When the Expedition was first made known to the world it was commended by man}?- men of science, particularly by those familiar with the art of aeronautics. Skepticism was, however, the dominant note among the general public, which is always skeptical as to ventures and experiments which it little understands. The prevailing popular belief was that the scheme must be regarded as either foolishly reckless or deliberately dishonest. In this view a considerable part of the press joined. In. other words, this proposal to utilize the progress of the arts and sciences in doing useful work was subject to the same misunderstanding and injustice that ignorance alwajrs slings at pioneer endeavorers, a noteworthy and humiliating example of which was found in the brutality which a considerable part of the American press in-
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